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DAYS LANE

PRIMARY SCHOOL

DAYS LANE
Year 6 - Why should the rainforests matter to us all?
Autumn 2
Meeting Greater depth

Knowledge e How has climate change
e To name and locate 8/12 South American countries affected the human and
¢ To know the position and significance of longitude, latitude, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn physical geography of South
e To know the position and significance of the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including | America - specifically the

day and night) Amazon and Amazon Riverg
¢ To know the difference between climate and weather
e To name and locate where the word’s tropical rainforests are
e Know that the Amazon rainforest is in 9 different countries but most of it (90%) is in Brazil
¢ To know the terms: emergent layer, canopy, understory and forest floor
¢ To know some of the different animails that live in the rainforest and in each layer
e To know how tribes in the rainforest use the land e.g. some tribes sell their meat to McDonalds
¢ To know how the rainforest helps economic activity including trade links for tribes in the rainforest

and surrounding areas e.g. the products from the rainforest (rubber, vanilla, wood, coffee)
¢ To know and explain the main differences of life in the rainforest
Skills
e To describe the physical features of a rainforest
e To choose the best way to collect information needed and decide the most appropriate units of

measure
¢ To make careful measurements and use the data
e To use maps, aerial photos, plans and web resources to describe what a locality might be like
¢ To ask geographic questions
¢ To answer questions using a range of sources, such aerial images, data collected and data given
Vocabulary
Know, understand and accurately use the following words/phrases:

e ecosystem: an ecosystem is a community of interacting organisms and their environment.

e biome: regions of the world with similar climate (weather, temperature) animals and plants.

e Biodiversity: variety of plant and animal life in a particular habitat, a high level of which is

usually considered to be important and desirable.
e rainforest: a tall, dense forest that receives lots of rain every year.
tropical: tropical temperatures are warm or hot throughout the year.




Emergent layer: the top layer of a rainforest is called the emergent layer. This layer receives
bright sunlight and plenty of rain, and is also very windy.

Canopy layer: the canopy layer (2@ tallest) is made up of the overlapping leaves and
branches of the trees of the rainforest.

Understory layer: the understory is the warm, damp, and sheltered layer below the leafy tree
canopy. Rain drips through the canopy, but only speckled sunlight gets through.

Forest floor layer: The Forest-floor layer is the lowest level in the rainforest. It is dark and damp.
Leaves block the sunlight. Insects and rodents move around on the dirt floor.




